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 “If God is a metaphor for Goodness, the most helpful analogy I can think of for the nature of 
Goodness, and therefore God, is a sun—something that gives light and warmth to life and 
relationships,” he said.  
 “The sun, like the earth, is something that is greater than us. We depend on it for both light 
and warmth, either directly or indirectly, through all the forms of energy that derive from it. 
Without it, we could not exist.” 
 “The sun, though, is not a person. Children’s songs and TV programs may lead our children 
to believe otherwise, with catchy little tunes like, ‘Oh Mister Sun, Sun, Mister Golden Sun, 
please shine down on me,’ and ‘The sun is a very magic fellow, he shines on me each day.’ But 
my children soon discovered this was all poetry. We may treat the sun like a person, as the 
ancient Egyptians did, turning it into a Sun God. But that is not its nature.  
 “Because the sun is not a person, we cannot relate to it or converse with it like we can with a 
person. We can personify it, but that doesn’t make it a person. And because it is not a person, it 
does not and cannot intervene to prevent the storms, hurricanes and earthquakes of life.” 
 Our lunch arrived sooner than we expected. 
 “When a storm hits, no amount of praying to the sun will cause the sun to stop the storm,” 
continued Philip. “And when the storm does stop, we don’t attribute that to the sun’s 
intervention. This obviously doesn’t mean that the sun doesn’t exist. It is still there, behind the 
storm, providing whatever light and warmth we have during the storm. And it is most definitely 
there after the storm, enabling the survivors to recover, heal and get on with their lives. Indeed, 
without the sun, recovery, healing and life itself would be impossible. 
 “What if this is how Goodness, and therefore God, operate? Goodness, like love and justice, 
does not and indeed cannot prevent evil, hatred and injustice. Goodness cannot stop a Hitler, a 
genocide, or a rape. But that doesn’t mean Goodness does not exist. It is present in the midst of 
whatever happens, especially in those who are not evil, hateful or unjust. Its absence in the 
people and experiences causing the injustice makes us long for and strive for its presence even 
more. And when such experiences are over, or even if they never end, Goodness is what enables 
us to recover and heal to whatever degree is possible.” 
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